
 

 

 
 

651 SOUTH ST. JOHN AVENUE 
(“The Madison House”) 

 
PASADENA 

 
 
Style: Victorian Transitional (sometimes referred to as a “classic box”–examples of this style are 
known for their basic symmetry).  The City has referred to it as a Vernacular Hipped Cottage. 
 
Year of Completion: 1893 
 
Original Building Permit: There is no original permit on file for this house.  The City did not 
issue building permits until mid-1902.  However, the Pasadena Daily Evening Star of  
September 2, 1893 announced the impending construction of the two-story house.  A copy of the 
announcement is attached on page 8. 
 
Cost to Build: $3,500–a larger-than-average cost for a new house of this size at the time. 
 
Architect:    Harry Ridgway, one of Pasadena’s first recognized professional architects.  Please 
see the attached biographical information on pages 10 through 16.   
 
Builder: James S. Blick, Pasadena.  Mr. Blick had arrived in Pasadena from Iowa in 1887.  His 
son, Joseph J. Blick, who worked with his father when in his twenties, was later to become one 
of the City’s leading architects.   
 
First Owner: James Hanford Cambell, Sr., a retired orange grower.  Mr. Cambell’s son James 
H. Cambell, Jr., a City official, had the residence next door at 659 South St. John built for 
$3,300, also in 1893.  Harry Ridgway designed that house as well, although another contractor 
was involved. The style is also quite different, a mix of Mission Revival and Italian influences, 
although the tiled roof was added later.  It appears from directory research that the two  
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Mr. Cambells “exchanged” houses, the father living in 659 and the son residing at 651.  Attached 
on page 9 is a copy of a page from an 1894 Sanborn map showing the two newly-completed 
houses side-by-side on St. John.   
 
James Cambell, Sr., was a native of Massachusetts, born in June 1831.  By 1870 he was living 
with his first wife Caroline (Carrie) Huston Cambell in Poughkeepsie, New York, where he was 
employed as the steward of Vassar College.  At some point Mr. and Mrs. Cambell had lived in 
Minnesota where they had two sons: Samuel (born ca. 1862) and James, Jr. (born June 1865).  
In 1877 the family relocated to east Pasadena where both James, Sr. and Samuel worked as 
“orange orchardists,” according to the census of that year.  The older man also served as a trustee 
of the Highland Water Company and was remembered for developing properties in Altadena, 
particularly “Las Casitas” in 1887.  His wife Carrie Cambell was “well known in town” for the 
active part she took in church work and temperance activities.  James, Jr., was a student at 
Professor Parker’s Academy in Pasadena.   
 
It’s been said that the Cambell family was instrumental in having the avenue along which their 
new homes stood named St. John in honor of John P. St. John, the former governor of Kansas.  
Mrs. Cambell did not live to enjoy her new home for very long, however: she died in 
February1894 at the age of 56.  Her brief obituary from the Los Angeles Times is attached on 
page 18.  By 1900 her husband had re-married. His new wife Julia A. Cambell had been born in 
Maine around 1844.  They lived at 659 South St. John with two boarders: Dr. Lorenzo Lockhard, 
a physician, and his wife Lois, both in their twenties at the time of the 1900 census.   
 
James Cambell, Jr., was employed as Pasadena’s City Clerk.  He lived at 651 South St. John with 
his wife Frances M. (known as Franc) Cambell and their two children.  Mrs. Cambell was born 
S. Frances Marter in Maine (like her mother-in-law) in August 1870.  She married her husband 
in 1891. Their wedding announcement in the Los Angeles Times (copy attached on page 17) 
extolled Mr. Cambell’s “courtesy, ability, and faithfulness” as City Clerk and the fact he was a 
“delightful companion socially and otherwise.”  The new Mrs. Cambell would be a “worthy 
helpmate and companion...a young lady of pronounced beauty and exceptional 
accomplishments.”  Both their children would be born in Pasadena: Donald James in 1892 and 
Doris C. in 1897.  Mr. Cambell’s job as City Clerk also meant he acted at various times as City 
Treasurer, City Assessor, and City Tax Collector.  In 1889 it was announced that this “very 
popular young man” had been elected president of the newly-formed Pasadena Football 
Association.  In the mid-1890s he also found time to serve as a First Lieutenant in the local 
militia and to work as a bookkeeper at the Pasadena National Bank.   
 
Around 1903, the Cambell family left the neighborhood.  James Cambell, Sr. and his wife Julia 
moved to northern California.  He died in Mono County in September 1913 at the age of 84.  His 
widow survived him by only a few years, passing away in Fresno County in April 1916 at the 
age of 71.  James Cambell, Jr., moved elsewhere in Pasadena.  By 1910, he had left the employ 
of the City and was working as a real estate broker.  In 1920 the family was living on North 
Mentor Avenue.  By that time, son Donald had become an automobile salesman and mechanic 
and daughter Doris worked as a clerk in a dry-goods store.  Franc Cambell died at the age of 58 
in September 1928.  By 1930, James, Jr., now retired, was living with his daughter in Escondido. 
He died in April 1951 at the age of 85.       
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Other Building Permits: Repairs to the roof costing $450 were made in the late 1920s.   
 
The furnace was replaced and a new gas outlet created for it in October 1934.  
  
The house was re-wired and plumbing fixtures for one bathroom were replaced in September and 
October 1939.  
 
The structure was re-roofed with composition shingles in December 1942 for $379.  
 
A permit was issued to remove the front porch and re-plaster the front of the building in March 
1947.  J. Shelton Gordon of Altadena was the contractor for this job, valued at $400.   
 
Two new electrical fixtures were installed on the front porch in April 1948.   
 
A permit was issued in November 1962 for $3,700 in alterations to the house.  These included 
electrical work in the kitchen and service porch area, new plumbing fixtures for one bathroom, a 
kitchen sink with garbage disposal, and a new water distribution system.  
 
Construction of a storage addition to the north side of the garage was permitted in September 
1975.  Theodore L. Petersen of Temple City was the contractor.   
 
A number of documents were issued in 1994 and 1995 as a result of use of the house as office 
space by Pasadena Heritage.  Provision of handicapped access, sufficient parking, and fencing 
were approved during this time. 
 
In August 1995, the electrical system was upgraded to 100 amps and additional receptacles 
installed.   
 
The front porch was to be replaced and partial floor bracing installed, according to a permit 
issued in September 1999.   
 
In December 2004 the roof of the house was to be replaced with Class B wood shingles applied 
over existing sheathing.  The garage was to be re-roofed with Class A fiberglass shingles.  
Compagna Roofing was the contractor.   
 
Copies of some of these permits are attached on pages 26 through 29. (Note: Permits for very 
minor alterations, such as water heater replacement, are not included.  Also not included are 
permits missing from the file or whose microfilmed or digital copies are indecipherable and not 
otherwise recorded or described in Assessor’s records.)    
 
The Design and Historic Preservation section of the City’s Planning Division approved the 
alterations proposed in 1995 in order to rehabilitate “an existing single family dwelling for 
cultural institution use.”  It noted that the rear wood deck and a shed-like garage addition (both 
less than fifty years old) would be demolished to provide room for parking.  Minor alterations 
would be made to the rear entrance and to the ground-floor bathroom to provide handicapped 
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access.  Photographs of the structures to be demolished were included in the approval document 
and reproduced here on page 25.   
 
Assessor’s Records: The Pasadena City Assessor first visited the property in February 1915 and 
recorded a 1 ½ -story bungalow with a brick foundation, walls of plaster over metal-lath, a 
hipped shingled roof with two dormers, bay windows, and plain plaster trim.  Heat was provided 
by a fireplace and a coal-fired furnace.  There were ten “medium”-quality plumbing fixtures.  
Electrical fixtures were also rated “medium.”  Interior finishes were described as “plain” and 
“stock.”  Over-all construction quality of the house was rated “medium.” 
 
The Assessor estimated the square footage at 2,708.  On the first floor were three living rooms 
(one was probably the dining room), two bedrooms, a bathroom, and a kitchen.  The second floor 
contained three bedrooms and one bathroom.  There was also a brick-lined basement that 
measured approximately 15 by 35 feet and was 3 feet deep.   
 
The Assessor returned on February 27, 1963 to record a new fence, porch roof, and altered 
bathroom.  His description of the house was basically the same as in 1915 although he added that 
there were three dormers, window shutters, ornamental ironwork, and a gas furnace.   
 
The Los Angeles County Assessor currently estimates the square footage of the house at 2,188.  
Copies of the City Assessor’s building records are attached on pages 30 through 32.. 
 
(Note: The Pasadena City Assessor’s Office ceased operations in 1974.  Their square footage 
totals often differed from those of the Los Angeles County Assessor’s Office, since they 
frequently included garages, terraces, patios, etc. in their computation.  It is advisable to rely on 
the County Assessor’s square footage figures since they are more up-to-date and consistent.)  
 
Other Owners and Residents: James H. Cambell sold his home in 1903 to C. C. Converse.  
Just a year later, in 1904, title passed to Minnie H. Morrison.  The house may have been rented 
out during this time. 
 
The next owner to live in the house was Charles E. Miner, who purchased it in 1906.  Charles 
Edmund Miner (1842-1918) was born in Shelburne, Vermont. After attending the Bryant & 
Stratton Commercial College, Mr. Miner found employment at T. W. Gregory & Company of 
Burlington, a wholesale dealer in coffee, tea, and spices.   In 1873, he became a partner in the 
successor firm of Miner, Pope & Company.  Mr. Miner established his own firm in New York 
City in 1880.  Charles E. Miner & Company was in the wholesale tea and cigar business.  In 
1899, Mr. Miner was a major investor in the Mexican Central Railroad.  He began spending 
winters at the Hotel Del Coronado in San Diego as early as 1900.  Mr. Miner was a member of 
the Algonquin Club, the Vermont Society, Sons of the American Revolution, and the Society of 
Colonial Wars.  After retiring to Pasadena, he became a life member of the Annandale Country 
Club.  Mr. Miner’s entry in the 1913 edition of Who’s Who in the Pacific Southwest is attached 
on page 19. 
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Following Mr. Miner’s death at the age of 76, George Cross became the owner of 651 South 
St. John.   He shared the house with his wife Clara L. (Tullis) Cross (1850-1930), a native of 
Ohio.  Mr. Cross was born in Kanosha County, Wisconsin in 1841. By 1880, Mr. and Mrs. Cross 
were living in Fairbury, Nebraska where he was a newspaper publisher and also served as the 
town’s postmaster.  Mr. Cross died in Alameda County, California, in 1920.  After his passing, 
Mrs. Cross became sole owner of their Pasadena home.   
 
Title transferred to Mr. and Mrs. Cross’ daughter Mrs. Lucille C. Russell in 1931.  Mrs. Russell 
(1872-1940), born in Nebraska, was living in Santa Clara County.  The St. John house evidently 
remained vacant for three years until Mrs. Russell rented it to John Drohen and Howard and 
Anna Drohen.  In 1935, the tenants were Henry Ormsby Phillips and his wife Amy.   
 
The Phillips remained in the house until it was sold in 1939 in Mabel E. and Fitzhugh Preston 
Spalding who moved into it.  Mr. Spalding (1901-1964), a California native, was an engineer.  
He later became a City firefighter and eventually a captain in the fire department. Mrs. Spalding 
(1901-1976) was also born in California.  She worked as a registered nurse and was active in 
British War Relief during World War II.  Both she and her husband were members of the 
Pasadena Athletic Club.    
 
Clyde William Madison and his wife Bernice Louise Madison became the owners in 1971.   
Mr. Madison, born in Iowa in 1914, was employed as a writer.  Mrs. Madison, born Bernice 
Laursen in Texas in 1913, worked as a medical technician at the U.S.C./County Medical Center.  
Mr. and Mrs. Madison shared their home with their adult son Roger Lewis Madison, who was 
employed as a fry cook. The family had moved to Pasadena from Highland Park, having lost 
their previous home in a landslide in 1969.   
 
Roger Madison, born in 1950, was active in the Pasadena Historical Society and in Pasadena 
Heritage and was known for his involvement in ragtime music and for his interest in old house 
restoration. By the mid-1980s he was contemplating the donation of his family home to a non-
profit.  His friend John Basmajian invited him to attend a meeting of the board of Altadena 
Heritage of which Mr. Basmajian was a member.  At that meeting he was urged to contact 
Pasadena Heritage as the most logical and fitting recipient of the property. 
 
Roger Madison died in 1989 at the age of 38.  A copy of his obituary from the Pasadena Star-
News is attached on page 20.  In recognition of his son’s interest in preservation and of his 
involvement in Pasadena Heritage, Clyde Madison honored his wishes and drew up a will in 
1990, directing that his home be donated to Pasadena Heritage upon his death.  Mr. Madison 
passed away in 1992.  (His wife had pre-deceased him in 1982.)    
 
The existence of a second will written in 1991 donating the property to Beatrice and John G. 
Morey, Mr. Madison’s care-givers, complicated the transfer.  Thanks to the efforts of Pasadena 
Heritage board-member Neil Barker, in his capacity as a partner in the law firm of Gronemeier 
and Barker, and family friends Dan Reed and John Basmajian, the ownership of the Madison 
house was officially transferred to Pasadena Heritage in July 1993.  For more details on the 
agreement worked out with the Moreys, please refer to Pasadena Heritage files. 
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Pasadena Heritage inherited a house that was still full of the Madison family’s belongings, 
including furnishings.  An estate sale found buyers for much of it.  A copy is attached on page 23 
of the Pasadena Heritage newsletter of March/April 1994, the front page of which announced 
the organization’s new home.   
 
Notes: The Madison house has served as a filming location.   Goodbye Norma Jean (1975) was 
one of the productions in which it was featured.  An undated brochure by a Realtor (copy 
attached on page 23) mentioned the film, although it contains some historical information about 
the house that has proved to be erroneous.   
 
An article about Singer Park written by Elizabeth Pomeroy in 1996 mentions the adjacent 
Madison house.  A copy is attached on page 24. 
 
Significance: The City of Pasadena has determined that the Madison house is a contributor to 
the Governor Markham Landmark District established in 2005.  The City’s recording documents, 
which contain a good physical description of the house, are attached on pages 33 through 35. 
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Sources: 
 Los Angeles County Assessor  
 Los Angeles Public Library 

City of Pasadena, Planning and Development Department (Design & Historic 
Preservation Section) 

 Pasadena Public Library 
 Pasadena Museum of History (Research Library and Archives) 
 
 Gebhard, David and Robert Winter.  An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles. 
  Salt Lake City, Gibbs-Smith, 2003. 
 McAlester, Virginia Savage.  A Field Guide to American Houses.  2nd ed. 
  New York, Knopf, 2013. 
  
 City Directories: 1893- 
 
 Los Angeles Times: August 25, 1891; February 20, 1894; December 26, 1932 
 Pasadena Daily Evening Star: September 2, 1893 
 Pasadena Heritage Newsletter: March/April 1994 
 Pasadena Star-News: June 30, 1989; October 11, 1996 
  
 Internet Resources, including California Index, California Death Index,  

Gale Biography Master Index, Ancestry.com, and Historic Los Angeles Times 
Database. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Gregory 
The Building Biographer 
400 East California Blvd., #3 
Pasadena, CA  91106-3763 
626-792-7465 
timgregory@sbcglobal.net 
www.buildingbiographer.com   
 
Copyright June 2010; partially updated 2018 
by Tim Gregory 
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HARRY RIDGWAY 
Architect 

 
Harry Ridgway is credited with being the first architect to open an office in Pasadena.  He 
established architecture as a regular profession in the community in 1878, only four years after 
Pasadena was founded and eight years before it incorporated as a city.   
 
Born in 1843 in Toronto, Canada of Irish parents, Ridgway attended the public schools of 
Ontario province.  After some years spent in Michigan and Wisconsin, Ridgway moved to 
Colorado where he found employment as an architect in Pueblo and Colorado Springs.  San 
Francisco became his home in 1874, but he moved to Virginia City, Nevada, the following year.  
 
In 1877, Ridgway returned to California.  In that year he arrived in Pasadena with his wife Carrie 
(Coulman) Ridgway, a native of Philadelphia whom he had married in Los Angeles. They made 
their home on Walnut Street.  Ridgway immediately set up his architectural practice, soon 
associating himself with C. B. Ripley, Pasadena’s earliest contractor and builder.  (Cornell & 
Leach, another building firm, was also a frequently used partner in the construction of Ridgway’s 
projects.)  In 1884, Ripley and Ridgway built the first planing mill in Pasadena, located on East 
Union Street.  Called the Pasadena Manufacturing Company, it had a virtual monopoly on 
milling work and produced much of the lumber and decorative woodwork that Ridgway was to 
incorporate into his houses.  They sold the business to a group who incorporated it in December 
1886, naming Ripley as the vice-president.  Around 1887, Ridgway entered a partnership known 
as Ridgway, Stewart & Sons.   
 
Taking advantage of the real estate boom of the 1880s that overwhelmed not only Pasadena but 
almost all of Southern California, Ridgway became very busy as both an architect and builder.   
A newspaper advertisement in 1883 said that he paid “particular attention to all classes of work” 
and that “fine buildings and country residences [were] a specialty.”   In the first half of 1883 
alone, Ridgway is said to have been responsible for 43 houses. By the 1890s, Ridgway had 
designed several hundred residences within and just outside Pasadena’s city limits.  One of the 
most famous that still survives is “Hillmont” at the northwest corner of Hill Avenue and 
Mountain Street, designed in 1887 for Romayne (“Barney”) Williams, owner of Pasadena’s first 
general store.  Other still-extant homes attributed to Ridgway include the Crank House (2186 
Crary Street, Altadena–1882) and the Lukens House (267 North El Molino Avenue--1886).  
Among his many non-residential works were Barney Williams’ store at the corner of Fair Oaks 
Avenue and Colorado Street–the commercial hub of the young city (1883 and 1888), the 
Masonic Hall (1884 and 1895), the First National Bank block and the Ward Block (both built on 
Colorado Street in 1886), the first six public school buildings in the city, the first public library 
(the Gothic entry arch of which still stands in Memorial Park–1887), a number of churches, the 
Arcade building at 19 West Colorado (in which Ridgway maintained his office–1888), the 
Throop Polytechnic Institute (the forerunner of Caltech–1893), and the 75-room Carlton Hotel 
(also on Colorado Street–1885).   
 
In 1889, Ridgway left Pasadena to reside in Spokane Falls.  However, he returned to his 
architectural business in Pasadena in 1891, working with several short-term associates (Klock in 
1892 and Price in 1895).  In 1893, Harry Ridgway was described as “highly esteemed by all who 
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know him.  He is liberal to a fault and his counsel is always sought in matters pertaining to the 
welfare of Pasadena.”  Ridgway served as an organizer and the first master of the Pasadena 
Masonic Lodge.   
 
Around 1898, Ridgway relocated to Riverside where he designed some magnificent homes in 
that city and in nearby Redlands.  By 1907, Ridgway had moved to Long Beach, where he 
established an architectural business known as Metcalf and Ridgway.  Around 1910, Ridgway 
designed a number of homes in Upland that lined what was then the exclusive thoroughfare of 
Euclid Avenue.  
 
By 1913, Ridgway had returned to Pasadena, living in a home on North Madison Avenue.  He 
died on September 10, 1913 at the age of 69.  He is interred at Mountain View Cemetery.   
 
According to an early historian, Ridgway’s idea “was never to make two buildings exactly alike, 
but to utilize all the styles known to architectural science, ancient, medieval and modern, in new 
combinations of artistic beauty and perspicuous variety.”  Although, to modern eyes, his designs 
can all be classified under the “Victorian” stylistic umbrella, Ridgway, in his own day, was 
praised for the multiplicity of his interpretations within what was then a narrowly acceptable 
range of architecture.  He apparently never wanted any of his buildings to be recognized as an 
obvious Ridgway design.   
 
Sources: 
 
Guinn, J. M.  Historical and Biographical Record of Southern California.   

Chicago, Chapman Publishing Company, 1902. 
Builder and Contractor: March 7, 1894 
New York Times: July 6, 1913 
Pasadena Chronicle: August 16, 1883 
Pasadena Star: September 10, 1913 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Gregory 
The Building Biographer 
400 East California Blvd., #3 
Pasadena, CA  91106-3763 
626-792-7465 
timgregory@sbcglobal.net 
www.buildingbiographer.com   
 
Copyright  June 2010 
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Los Angeles Times 

August 25, 1891; p. 7 
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Who’s Who in the Pacific Southwest (1913) 
p. 259 
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Realtor’s brochure 
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